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A  .3.50,000-kvv  thermal  plant  probably  will  be  the  next 

large-scale  addition  to  coal-fired  gen{;rating  facili¬ 
ties  in  the  West.  Negotiations  betwo(.a  Arizona  Public 
Service  Co.  and  the  Utah  Construction  Co.  for  such  a 
facility  in  the  barren  Four  Corners  region  of  north¬ 
eastern  New  Mexico  have  m.ade  substantial  progress  but 
cannot  be  concluded  until  plans  are  approved  by  the 
Navajo  Tribal  Council,  which  has  leased  24,000  acres 
of  undeveloped  tribal  lands  to  Utah  Construction.  These 
lands  contain  large  reserves  of  subb i luminous  coal 
(9,000  to  10,000  Btu  per  lb.)  APSCO  would  build  the 
plant  and  operate  it  on  fuel  furnished  by  Utah  Con¬ 
struction  under  an  agreement  in  which  the  latter  would 
furnish  50,000,000  tons  over  a  35-year  period  to  the 
power  company. 

The  plant  location,  near  Fruitland,  N.  M. ,  is  in  the 
center  of  a  region  now  experiencing  extensive  industrial 
development  in  m.ining,  oil  and  gas,  but  is  nearly  400 
miles  from.  APSCO 's  headquarters  at  Phoenix,  Ariz.  The 
utility  would  build  a  now  transm.i ss ion  link,  possibly 
of  an  extra  high  voltage  design,  to  connect  the  new  plant 
with  its  system. 

The  Public  Service  Co.  of  New  Mexico  is  also  in  on  the 
negotiations  and  may  enter  into  firm  agreem.ents  later. 


A  nuclear  power  department  has  been  for.med  within  the 
Atomic  Energy  Division  of  the  All i s-Chalmers  Mfg.  Co. 
to  handle  the  division’s  activities  in  the  nuclear 
fission  field.  C.  R.  Braun  has  been  appointed  manager. 
Ho  has  been  on  leave  of  absence  from  A-C  for  about  two 
years,  during  which  time  he  served  with  the  Argonne 
National  Laboratory  as  assistant  division  dirctor  of 
reactor  engineering. 
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The  Aluminum  Co.  of  Am.erica  plans  to  acquire  the  Homie 
Cable  Corp.  on  an  exchange  of  stock  basis.  The  ac¬ 
quisition  of  Rome  Cable  would  p-ut  Alcoa  Into  the  cop¬ 
per  wire  and  cable  market  and  would  give  It  a  complete 
facility  for  nroviding  covered  wii’es  and  cables  of  both 
metals.  The  announcement  states  that  the  present  m.an- 
agement  of  Rome  Cable  will  continue  in  their  present 
capacities.  .  .  H.  K.  Porter  Co.,  parent  company  of 
Delta-Star,  has  acquired  National  Electric  Products  Co. 


APPOINTMENTS — Robert  A.  Bowman  has  been  elected  vice- 
president  of  the  Bechtel  Corp.  For  the  past  six 
years  he  has  been  m.anager  of  engineering  in  the  San 
Francisco  headquarters  of  the  Bechtel  Power  &  Indus¬ 
trial  Division.  .  .  Jonel  Hill,  an  Oregon  attorney. 
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Come  on  in— the  water’s  fine 


I’A (TN one’s  promoting  —  and  profiting  from  — tlie 
three  hig  electrical  indnstrv  programs.  Live  Better 
Elect rwdlUf,  Hoiisepower  and  Medallion  Homes. 

I'he  whole  industry’s  Ix'hind  them.  And  this  year, 
the  I'-dison  l''dectric  Institute  will  he  promoting  all 
three  with  greater  emphasis  than  ever  as  part  of  its 
new  nationwid<‘  Klectric  I.ix  ing  program.  It’s  the  hig- 
g<vst  all-ont  eflort  in  the  history  of  selling  electricity. 

rhese  programs  are  right  down  yonr  alley.  At  least 


one  of  them  fits  right  in  with  yonr  particular  .selling 
problem.  They’\e  proved  their  effectiveness.  They 
can  work  for  nou  if  yon  work  for  them. 

('hoose  the  program  best  stiited  to  \  ()nr  firm,  then 
feature  it  in  yonr  advertising,  in  your  mailing  pieces 
and  wherever  yon  do  business.  Yonr  PC.’KA  head- 
(jnarters  can  help  you  with  all  the  details. 

(h‘t  started  now.  And  don’t  be  snrprisc'd  if  ’59  turns 
out  to  be  1/onr  big  year,  too. 


Pacific  Coast  Electrical  Association 
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has  been  named  the  commissioner  of  the  Oregon  Public 
Utilities.  He  succeeds  Howard  Morgan  who  resigned  on 
Jan.  11  as  head  of  the  one-man  PUC.  .  .  Stanley  C. 
Killian  is  the  new  vice-president  and  general  manager 
of  Delta-Star  Division  of  H.  K.  Porter.  He  succeeds 
C.  Stuart  Beattie  who  will  continue  as  a  consultant. 

.  .  .  J.  Luther  Davis  became  president  of  Tucson  Gas, 
Electric  Light  &  Power  Co.  on  Feb.  1.  He  succeeds  J.  R. 
Snider,  who  remains  chairman  of  the  board  in  a  consult¬ 
ing  capacity.  Davis,  34  years  old,  becomes  one  of  the 
youngest  chief  utility  executives  in  the  country. 


Financings  by  the  nation's  privately  owned  public  util¬ 
ity  industry  set  a  new  record  of  about  $5  billion  in 
1958,  of  which  competitive  bidding  accounted  for  over 
47%  of  the  total.  Of  the  1958  offerings,  electric 
and  gas  utility  companies  were  involved  to  the  extent 
of  about  $3  3  '4  billion.  Ebasco  Services  Inc.,  which 
made  the  study,  predicts  that  utility  financing  in 
the  ’60s  will  substantially  exceed  the  1958  peak,  par¬ 
ticularly  because  substantial  refunding  operations 
will  be  required  and  because  heavy  load  growth  will 
involve  expanded  construction  programs. 


The  West  will  have  the  distinction  of  pioneering  commer¬ 
cial  monorail  service  in  the  U.  S.  Two  new  monorail 
systems  are  under  construction.  One  will  bo  a  three- 
fifth’s  scale  model  of  the  Alweg  design  (now  in  opera¬ 
tion  in  Cologne,  Germany)  to  be  built  as  part  of  the 
attraction  at  Disneyland.  The  other  is  being  built 
by  Lockheed  Aircraft  Corp.  for  the  Century  21  Exposi¬ 
tion  in  Seattle.  It  is  designed  to  transport  exposi¬ 
tion  visitors  from  the  city  center  to  the  exposition 
site. 


Pacific  Gas  and  Electric  Co.  and  Bonneville  Power  Adminis¬ 
tration  officials  are  still  discussing  the  possibility 
of  using  dumn  power  (if  and  when  available)  from  the 
Columbia  River  to  displace  steam  power  in  central  Cali¬ 
fornia.  Since  the  power  goes  begging  in  the  Northwest  at 
the  time  of  system  peak  in  central  California,  the  power 
transfer  would  seem  to  make  economic  sense.  Total  annual 
surplus  energy  is  estimated  at  12,000,000,000  kwh,  de¬ 
creasing  as  upstream  storage  dams  are  completed  and  as 
the  Northwest’s  ability  to  use  the  dump  power  increases. 

Owen  Hurd,  executive  secretary  of  the  Washington  Public 
Power  Supply  System,  announced  that  a  new  group,  the 
Pacific  Coast  Power  Coordinating  Committee,  has  been 
formed  to  study  the  possibility  of  linking  the  Pacific 
Northwest  and  California  power  networks.  The  com-mit- 
tee  was  for.med  in  San  Francisco  by  representatives  of 
the  publicly  owned  utilities  from  Washington,  Oregon 
and  California. 

The  ability  of  California  to  absorb  this  highly 


Power  link 
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unreliable  power  is  limited.  With  the  northern-most 
PG  and  E  line  less  than  100  miles  from  the  southern¬ 
most  220-kv  tie  with  the  Bonneville  system,  it  would 
seem  that  closing  this  gap  for  a  modest  share  of  the 
Northwest  dumn  would  be  the  practical  solution. 

Gov.  Edmund  Brown  of  California  jumped  on  the  inter¬ 
tie  bandwagon  by  asking  the  governors  of  Washington  and 
Oregon  for  an  immediate  joint  study. 

One  observer  commented  that  if  no  one  made  any  money 
on  the  tie,  it  would  make  sense  to  use  the  water  and 
save  the  oil. 


Lost  in  the  American  Airlines  crash  at  LaGuardia  Field 
Feb.  3  was  B.  J.  Martin,  publisher  of  Electrified 
Industry  and  Today’s  Business.  Both  magazines  are 
widely  used  by  electric  utilities  in  loadbuilding 
activities . 


Home  lighting  is  really  getting  a  strong  push  by  Pacific 
Gas  and  Electric  Co.  Not  only  has  the  company  stepped 
up  promotion  but  it  has  increased  its  personnel.  Last 
year  Robert  Haskell,  who  combines  raagicianship  with 
lighting,  toured  the  system.  This  year  he  is  assisted 
by  Thomas  Parsons,  former  G-E  Lamp  man,  and  George  Lynch, 
formerly  of  Welton  &  Becket  in  Honolulu.  With  the  North¬ 
ern  California  Electrical  Bureau  PG  and  E  sponsored  the 
tour  of  the  Academy  of  Lighting  Arts  and  likewise  brought 
to  San  Francisco  Eugene  Commery,  the  nation’s  leading 
authority  on  residential  lighting,  to  address  the  buyers, 
sellers  and  manufacturers  of  lamps. 


Another  session  of  the  Academy  of  Lighting  Arts  is  being 
organized  for  the  Sacramento  Municipal  Utility  District 
by  Clarence  J.  Epling,  residential  lighting  representa¬ 
tive.  Classes  will  be  held  each  Tuesday  at  the  SMUT) 
sales  office  in  Sacramento  beginning  March  3,  continu¬ 
ing  through  May  12. 


Reoreanizint 


Com.plete  reorganization  of  the  sales  and  commercial  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Los  Angeles  Department  of  Water  &  Power  is 
now  going  on  and  hardly  anybody  is  where  he  used  to  be 
found.  Offices  are  being  shifted  and  responsibilities 
changed  but  Robert  Cockficld,  general  sales  m.anager, 
promises  that  all  will  fit  into  place  within  a  month 
and  the  department  become  very  active  in  the  promotion 
of  electrical  sales. 


A  management  conference  was  staged  by  the  Southern  Cali¬ 
fornia  Edison  Co.  under  Vice-president  John  Mead  during 
the  week  of  Feb.  4  at  the  Biltmore,  Los  Angeles.  Manu¬ 
facturers  of  appliances  provided  displays  and  the  entire 
sales  organization  was  coached  for  the  coming  spring 
campaigns. 
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Appliance  Parts  Jobbers  Assn. ,  of  which  Howard  F.  Parker, 
Washing  Machine  Parts  Co.,  San  Francisco  and  Los  Ange¬ 
les,  is  the  president,  will  hold  its  annual  conference 
in  Las  Vegas  early  in  May,  according  to  Ray  Jones,  one 
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Evidence  that  •public  interest  in  electr ic  heat  pumps  ie  on 
the  rise  was  demonstrated  at  the  National  Orange  Show  in 
San  Bernardino  in  late  January.  More  than  1,100  people 
attended  a  one-day  display  of  the  heat  pumps  that  were 
on  exhibit  at  the  show.  Particular  interest  was  in  the 
application  of  the  pumps  for  heating  swimming  pools. 
Products  of  15  manufacturers  were  demonstrated,  with 
Southern  California  Edison  and  California  Electric  Power 
Co.  co-sponsoring  the  exhibit. 


Heat  pumps 
take  hold 
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Northern  California  Chapter,  NECA,  elected  Walter  Vance 
Jr.  as  its  governor.  Jack  Ellis  of  Vallejo  president, 
Chester  Brunnell,  Concord  Electric  Co.,  vice-president, 
and  Geoi’ge  Curran,  Red  Top  Electric  Co.,  Oakland  and 
Hayward,  treasurer.  Branch  chairmen  are  Ed  Ilutka, 
chairman,  and  Ted  Buttner,  vice-chairman,  Alam.eda 
County;  Andy  Maser,  chairman,  Willard  McKibbon,  vice- 
chairman,  Contra  Costa  County;  Harold  Pierce,  chair¬ 
man,  and  Robert  Covey,  Solano,  vice-chairman  of  the 
Solano-Napa  Branch. 


Los  Angeles  Chapter  NECA,  is  conducting  a  successful 

surplus  material  exchange  am.ong  its  members,  according 
to  Ray  Carey,  manager.  Another  project  is  a  study  by 
the  staff  and  a  committee  of  tools  and  equipment  used 
by  electrical  contractors  to  determine  their  economy, 
use,  rental  and  maintenance,  etc.  The  chapter  has  just 
completed  a  job  management  course  of  12  weeks  in  Orange 
County  and  started  another  in  the  Riverside,  Palm 
Springs  and  San  Bernardino  area  Feb.  1. 


"Minimum  Standards  of  Perfo rmance  for  the  Design,  Selec¬ 
tion  and  Installation  of  Mechanical  and  Electrical 
Work  in  Buildings"  has  been  prepared  in  pamphlet  form 
by  the  construction  liaison  committee  of  California 
and  given  general  circulation.  On  the  liaison  com.mittee 
are  plumbing  contractors,  architects,  consulting  engi¬ 
neers,  mechanical  contractors,  NECA,  sheet  metal,  heat¬ 
ing  and  air  conditioning  and  structural  engineers.  It 
is  designed  to  answer  m.any  of  the  difficult  questions 
of  the  past  as  to  who  does  what  and  where  it  should  be 
specified. 


Inland  Empire  Chapter,  NECA.  elected  Gordon  A.  Smith, 
Electric  Smith  Inc.,  Spokane,  as  its  president,  Ralph 
R.  Ecker,  Pasco,  vice-president,  and  Paul  Briggs,  Spo¬ 
kane,  treasurer,  who  also  succeeds  L.  M,  Stewart,  Max¬ 
well  Electric  Co.,  Spokane,  as  governor  of  the  chapter. 
Robert  L.  Wilkinson  is  secretary-manager.  Trustees 
include  Charles  Nelson,  D.  G.  Quinton,  R.  A.  Anderson 
of  Spokane;  Paul  Creamer,  Yakima;  Frank  Gage,  Walla 
Walla;  Earl  Stout,  Lewiston,  Idaho;  and  James  Mauk, 
Ephrata,  Wash.  An  honorary  life  membership  was  pre¬ 
sented  to  H.  A.  Smith,  father  of  the  president,  who 
recently  retired.  Gordon  Smith  is  a  graduate  of  Wash¬ 
ington  State  College  in  electrical  engineering. 


Officers 

elected 
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Registration  and  licensing  of  inspectors  is  being  proposed 
by  the  Sacramento  Valley  Chapter  of  International  Con¬ 
ference  of  Building  Officials.  A  delegation  of  elec¬ 
trical  inspectors  from  Sacramento  attended  the  Northern 
California  Chapter  meeting  at  Hayward  Jan.  28  to  pre¬ 
sent  it  for  consideration  and  the  topic  consumed  a  good 
portion  of  the  meeting  time  for  an  unusually  large 
attendance.  Under  the  proposed  legislation  a  separate 
state  board  would  be  established  to  register  as  pro¬ 
fessional  inspectors  structural,  building,  mechanical 
and  electrical  inspectors.  The  candidates  for  regis¬ 
tration  in  the  professional  electrical  inspector  group 
would  have  to  be  either  a  qualified  registered  elec¬ 
trical  engineer  or  an  electrical  contractor  with  several 
years  of  experience,  some  of  it  in  the  inspection  field. 
Eager  to  improve  their  status  and  pay,  the  inspectors 
looked  upon  the  proposal  with  considerable  favor. 


Platform  for  the  year  announced  by  Ernest  Nelson  as  he 
took  office  as  chairman  of  the  Northern  California 
Chapter.  lAEI,  included; 

1.  Finding  of  a  standard  method  of  grounding  for 
the  area  where  plastic  or  isolated  m.etallic  systems 
exist. 

2.  A  chapter  representation  to  appear  at  the  re¬ 
vision  hearings  on  the  California  State  Safety  Orders. 

3.  Joint  meetings  with  architects  and  engineers. 

4.  Continued  activity  in  an  educational  program. 

5.  Review  of  Robert's  Rules  of  Order  as  applied  to 
m.eeting  procedure. 

6.  A  joint  meeting  with  building  officials  and 
safety  officials  regarding  state  legislation  for  pro¬ 
fessional  standards. 


The  interchangeable  circuit  breaker  problem  may  well  be 
handled  in  the  following  way  in  the  new  edition  of  the 
National  Electrical  Code.  A  compromise  has  been  reached 
between  the  representatives  of  lAEI  and  NEMA.  The  word¬ 
ing  of  Sec.  2481-f  in  the  code  would  require  that  non- 
i nterchans'eable  circuit  breakers  be  used  for  lighting 
and  appliance  branch  circuits  in  residential  and  other 
occupancies  except  where  the  conditions  of  maintenance 
and  supervision  assure  that  overcurrent  protective  de¬ 
vices  and  branch  circuit  wiring  will  bo  m^aintained  at 
proper  rating.  Limits  wore  also  placed  on  the  range 
of  interchangeability  from  0  to  2.^0  v  a-c  and  not  more 
than  100  amp  in  current  classes  of  0  to  20,  21  to  50, 

51  to  100  amp.  Effective  date  of  July  1,  1960,  was  sot. 
Essentially  this  means  that  the  interchangeable  type 
of  panels  should  not  be  used  in  residences. 


A  new  organizational  setup  for  the  National  Electrical 
Contractors  Assn,  field  service  in  the  West  is  about 
to  be  instituted  as  a  result  of  action  at  a  recent 
administrative  committee  meeting.  Instead  of  national 
supervision  of  field  service,  Charles  Scholibo,  former 
m.anagor  of  the  Houston,  Texas,  chapter,  is  being  estab¬ 
lished  in  San  Francisco  headquarters  over  the  three 
districts,  6,  8  and  9,  of  the  Western  states.  He  re¬ 
ports  directly  to  Paul  Geary,  executive  vice-president, 
rather  than  to  the  district  vice-presidents,  W.  R. 
Grasle  of  Portland,  A.  L.  Rowe  of  Great  Falls  and  J. 

D.  O’Connor  of  Sacramento.  Field  representatives  Her¬ 
bert  A.  Hagan,  District  6,  Portland,  Joe  Bollinger, 
District  8,  Salt  Lake  City,  and  D.  V.  Jewett,  District 
9,  La  Mesa,  will  report  to  Scholibo. 
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Wa^e  levels  in  the  San  Francisco  Bay  area  on  a  three-year 
basis  were  agreed  to  after  many  meetings  of  the  Bay 
Area  Labor  Management  Committee.  This  consists  of  the 
officers  of  NECA  chapters  and  business  managers  of  the 
unions,  excepting  Oakland.  The  unions  opened  asking  a 
25(;^-an-hour  increase.  The  agreement  was  reached  on  a 
increase  beginning  June  or  July  of  this  summer, 
another  next  year  and  17(;^  the  third  year.  This 
will  bring  the  San  Francisco  scale,  for  instance,  for 
journeym.an  electricians  to  $4.22  an  hour,  including 
vacation  allowance,  plus  10(;i  health  and  welfare  and 
5d  industry  fund  beginning  June  1.  This  agreement  is 
significant  because  as  a  rule  the  San  Francisco  Bay 
area  scales  affect  those  in  other  parts  of  the  state 
and  sometimes  even  the  Pacific  Northwest.  Oakland’s 
local  of  course  asks  9.6d  more. 


In  electing  its  officers  for  1959,  the  San  Francisco  Elec¬ 
trical  Contractors  Assn,  only  made  three  changes.  Emil 
j.  Weber  was  re-elected  president  and  Fred  Wider  vice- 
president,  Roy  Moser  treasurer.  Matt  Buzzell,  however, 
was  elected  secretary  instead  of  E.  J.  Scott  who  has 
held  the  office  many  years.  The  board  of  directors 
elected  Warren  Smith,  Ed  Lindstrom,  Fred  Bauer,  John 
de  Gregorio,  William  Langlais,  James  Darrow  and  Mike 
Roth.  Two  of  the  previous  directors  lost  out  in  the 
contested  balloting. 


Wiring  section  advisory  com.mlttee  of  the  Northern  Calif¬ 
ornia  Electrical  Bureau  is  working  on  a  program  of  pro¬ 
motion  and  advertising  to  take  to  the  area's  Joint 
Industry  Funds  for  participation  with  the  bureau,  the 
utility  and  the  industry  generally.  It  would  be  aimed 
at  publicizing  builders  of  homes  who  build  adequately 
wired  ones. 


A  class  on  electronic  controls  has  started  for  .jour¬ 
neymen  and  comipleting  apprentices  in  the  Oakland  area 
by  IBEW  Local  595  in  cooperation  with  the  Oakland  pub¬ 
lic  schools  technical  school.  The  first  class  started 
Feb.  1  and  runs  Tuesday  and  Thursday  evenings  for  the 
sem.ester. 


A  controls  course,  thoroughly  field  tested,  has  been  de¬ 
veloped  by  the  Electrical  Joint  Industry  Board  of 
Arj_zona  by  the  board’s  educational  coordinator.  Dr. 
Arthur  Gutenberg,  and  the  educational  committee.  It 
had  the  technical  support  of  manufacturers  of  control 
equipment.  It  is  prepared  on  sound  slide  film  designed 
for  a  .^0-hour  presentation  with  each  unit  taking  from 
15  to  25  minutes.  Already  three  showings  throughout 
/rizona  have  been  given  and  another  course  is  due  this 
spring.  The  course  will  be  released  for  others  to  use. 


100-amp  service  ordinances  have  nov;  been  passed  in  66  out 
of  179  incorporated  cities  and  15  out  of  40  counties  in 
Pacific  Gas  and  Electric  Co.  area. 


Verne  Gill,  sales  m.anagor.  Capital  Wholesale  Electric 
Co.,  of  Sacramento,  has  boon  appointed  chairman  of  the 
Electrical  Construction  Section  of  Sacramento  Valley 
Electric  League  and  J.  D.  O’Connor  Jr.,  Luppen  &  Haw- 
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ley,  vice-chairman.  .  .  William  E.  Cotter,  formerly  of 
Reliable  Elevator  Works,  has  set  up  a  new  electrical 
contracting  firm  of  his  own  at  2114  19th  St.,  Sacramen¬ 
to.  He  was  once  president  of  Sacramento  Valley 
Chapter. 


Although  Utah  has  no  inspection  bill  before  its  legisla¬ 
ture  this  year.  Senate  Bill  No.  117  was  introduced  to 
amend  the  contractors’  licensing  act  and  exempt  con¬ 
tractors  doing  less  than  $1,000  jobs  and  retail  mer¬ 
chandisers  who  install  appliances  and  presumably  kitch¬ 
ens  from  its  licensing  and  examination  provisions. 

.  .  .  Another  bill  was  introduced  to  rewrite  the  code 
relative  to  apprenticeship  agreements. 


The  Bureau  of  Reclamation  reported  power  sales  from  its 
hydroelectric  plants  in  Colorado  and  Wyoming  increased 
15%  in  1958. 


The  v^orld  record  for  hardrock  tunnel  drilling  was  estab¬ 
lished  by  Utah  Construction  Co.  crews  drilling  an  eight- 
mile  tunnel  to  bring  water  from  Southern  California 
Edison's  Mammoth  Pool  project  to  the  power  house.  For 
the  six-day  week  ending  Jan.  3,  crews  blasted,  drilled 
and  dug  3dU  ft  thrugh  solid  granite.  Previous  record 
for  the  same  period  of  time  was  363  ft. 


At  the  dedication  of  Kennecott  Copper's  new  Hayden,  Ariz., 
facility,  general  manager  Charles  D.  Michaelson  high¬ 
lighted  the  problem  of  living  better  in  a  poorer  world. 
In  the  decade  from  1910  to  1919,  Arizona  ores  yielded 
48  lb  of  copper  to  the  ton. 

Today,  with  poorer  ores,  the  yield  has  slipped  to 
17  lb.  With  the  yield  down  and  the  market  increasing, 
the  answer  is  to  handle  ever  larger  quantities  of  ore 
more  efficiently,  and  in  this  area  the  West's  growing 
power  reserve  helps  to  make  up  for  the  poorer  ores. 


Garkane  Power  Assn,  has  received  a  $2,000,000  loan  from  the 
REA.  The  loan  will  construct  a  generating  unit  at  the 
Boulder  Creek  hydro  plant,  and  150  miles  of  transmission 
and  distribution  lines. 


Idaho  Power  has  completed  the  fourth  generator  at  the 

Brownlee  hydroelectric  development,  raising  the  project’s 
total  capability  to  360,000  kw. 


I-T-E  Circuit  Breaker  Co.  is  transferring  its  Western  re¬ 
gional  headquarters  from  Denver  to  San  Francisco.  With 
the  move  March  1,  Robert  G.  Petersen  will  take  over  as 
regional  manager,  succeeding  Ralph  G.  Lockett,  who  is  re¬ 
tiring.  Petersen  has  been  assistant  district  manager  at 
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Philadelphia.  The  new  regional  office  will  be  in  the 
Russ  Building.  .  .  I-T-E  will  open  a  combination  district 
sales  office,  warehouse  and  service  center  at  230  Ryan 
Way,  South  San  Francisco,  in  April  consolidating  opera¬ 
tions  now  at  two  locations.  The  new  building,  "to  cost 
around  $300,000,  will  permit  the  company  to  carry  more 
stock  on  the  coast,  according  to  Tom  Maley,  district  man¬ 
ager. 


Although  copper  went  up  again  wire  and  cable  prices,  accord¬ 
ing  to  one  manufacturer  in  southern  California,  are 
"being  protected  to  death"  and  very  little  is  moving  at 
today’s  sheet  prices.  Distributors  are  still  able  to 
obtain  wire  on  the  basis  of  purchase  orders  placed  last 
spring  in  which  specified  amounts  at  specified  dollar 
value  with  no  expiration  date  were  set.  "My  distribu¬ 
tor,"  says  the  manufacturer,  "can  buy  from  a  contractor 
who  bought  from  another  distributor  who  purchased  at  the 
source,  and  each  one  of  them  can  make  5%.  Even  by  the 
time  it  gets  to  my  distributor  he  can  still  buy  it  at 
15%  under  the  current  market  price."  Inventory  unload¬ 
ing  prior  to  March  tax  date  also  contributes  to  the 
delinquency. 


Celebrating  its  50th  anniversary.  Four  Vnieel  Drive  Auto  Co. 
changed  its  name  to  FWD  Corp. 


The  J.  T.  Isbell Award  has  been  established  by  A.  B.  Chance 
Co.  to  be  given  each  year  to  the  firm's  outstanding 
salesmian.  Isbell,  who  had  headed  Pacific  Coast  opera¬ 
tions,  retired  last  Dec.  31. 


Intermountain  Electrical  Assn,  announced  the  result  of  the 
balloting  for  officers  and  directors  for  195;j.  New 
president  is  Carlos  W.  Stone,  manufacturers'  represent¬ 
ative,  who  at  one  tim.e  was  managing  director  of  the 
association.  Kis  vice-president  will  be  Walt  Mlchelson 
of  General  Appliance  Corp.  Dale  Brown,  General  Elec¬ 
tric  Lamp  Division,  is  the  new  secretary-treasurer . 
Planning  for  its  annual  conference  on  Fob.  12  at  the 
Newhouso  Hotel,  Salt  Lake  City,  Robert  Trottior,  m.anag- 
Ing  director,  announces  that  Eric  Isgrlg,  vice-presi¬ 
dent  of  Zenith,  will  be  the  feature  banquet  speaker. 
Other  items  on  the  programs  are  yet  to  be  announced.  .  . 
President  of  the  Salt  Lake  Retail  Chapter,  Dave  Brinton 
of  Murray,  has  been  elected  to  the  board  of  directors 
of  NARDA  and  has  won  one  of  NARDA’s  contests  to  attend 
the  Annual  Managements  Skill  Conference  in  July. 


Area  meetings  of  National  Association  of  Electrical  Dis¬ 
tributors  begin  in  Spokane  Feb.  20  for  the  North  Pacific 
area  members,  with  a  second  meeting  in  Portland  Feb.  25. 
The  San  Francisco  area  meeting  will  be  at  the  Villa, 

San  Mateo,  March  12,  with  Vern  Cooper  as  chairman.  The 
southern  California  meeting  will  be  at  Rancho  Santa  Fe 
on  the  sam.e  date.  All  are  for  members  alone  with  a 
strong  business  program.  Only  social  feature  will  bo 
a  dinner.  George  P.  Davis,  retired  but  a  consultant, 
honorary  life  m.ember,  will  address  the  Portland  m.eeting 
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at  the  Aero  Club.  The  regional  convention  will  be  held 
Sept.  20-24  at  the  Miramar  in  Santa  Barbara,  William 
Jewell,  region  m.anager,  announces. 


NELPA  Notes 


Industry  News 


From  The  Desk  of  T,  Ingledow,  President 
Northwest  Electric  Light  &  Power  Assn. 

Top-notch  program.s  ranging  from  communications  to  atomic 

power  will  highlight  NELPA' s  Engineering  &  Operation  Sec¬ 
tion  meeting  scheduled  for  Salt  Lake  City,  April  22-24, 
according  to  Dix  Shevalier,  Montana  Power  Co.,  section 
chairman.  Ralph  Radford,  Utah  Power  &  Light  Co.,  chair¬ 
man  of  arrangements,  has  been  driving  his  committee  with 
full  throttle  to  assure  delegates  of  good  accommodations 
and  cordial  hospitality. 

Personnel  &  Safety  Section  under  the  chairmanship  of 
Morley  Fox,  B.  C.  Electric  Co.,  has  about  finalized  its 
program,  which  deals  with  the  human  and  safety  elements 
of  our  industry.  This  section  meets  jointly  with  the 
E  &  0  Section,  April  22-24,  at  Salt  Lake  City. 

Purchasing  &  Stores  Com.mittee  also  meets  jointly  with 
the  E  &  0  Section. 

Frank  Reis,  PP&L  section  chairm.an,  and  Leo  Chaffin,  PGE, 
arrangements  chairman,  report  that  sales  efforts  are  in 
high  gear  to  make  the  Business  Development’s  section 
m.eeting  a  banner  one.  The  BD  meeting  will  be  held  May 
18-19  in  the  Multnomah  Hotel,  Portland,  Ore. 

Rate  Research  Com.mlttee  and  Advertising  &  Public  Re¬ 
lations  Conmiittee  meet  jointly  with  the  Business  Devel¬ 
opment  Section. 

At  a  recent  executive  committee  meeting  it  was  determined 
that  NELPA’ s  1960  annual  m.oeting  will  be  held  at  Glacier 
Park  Lodge  in  Glacier  National  Park,  on  Sept.  7-9. 

R.  E.  "Bob"  Blasen,  manager  of  Westinghouse  Electric  Corp. , 
Spokane,  was  elected  by  the  executive  com.mittee  to 
NELPA’ s  board  of  directors  to  fill  a  vacancy  created  by 
the  death  of  Dave  Mozes.  Bob  graduated  from  CSC  in  1933 
and  joined  Westinghouse  In  January  1936,  and  went  to  Spo¬ 
kane  as  branch  manager  in  July  of  1949. 

Claude  Kingsbury,  Ohio  Brass  Co.,  has  accepted  the  responsi¬ 
bility  of  class  B  membership  chairman.  There  are  many 
m.anufacturer ,  sunplier  and  service  companies  that  fall 
under  the  class  B  category,  v/ho  are  interested  in  the 
electrical  industry  and  should  bo  given  an  opportunity 
to  join  and  participate  in  NELPA’ s  affairs.  Kingsbury 
will  work  through  class  B  board  members  to  contact  these 
prospective  company  members. 

With  the  world  involved  in  the  turmoil  of  the  cold  war  of 
ideas  and  ideologies,  national  governments  are  concerned 
with  the  amount  of  technical  inform.ation  that  should  be 
exchanged  with  some  foreign  nations.  Wo  in  Canada  and 
the  United  States  take  somewhat  for  granted  our  liberty 
to  moot  and  exchange  technical  and  promotional  ideas 
through  association  m.ectings.  As  v.e  look  forward  to  our 
spring  conferences,  wo  should  place  real  value  and  im¬ 
portance  on  these  meetings  with  the  realization  that  it 
is  through  the  free  exchange  of  constructive  ideas  that 
our  industry  is  able  to  miaintaln  leadership  in  the  pres¬ 
ent-day  economy.  It  is  encouraging  to  see  the  section 
chairmen  dedicate  themselves  to  providing  programs  of 
benefit  to  member  companies  and  industry. 
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Before  the  first  nuclear-jiowered 
merchant  vessel  is  launched,  a 
new  reactor  system  which  has 
btH-n  designed  is  exjiected  to  re¬ 
duce  the  cost  of  a  comparable 
installation  by  forty  |)er  tent. 

After  leaving  a  new  electric 
shaver  pluggiKl  into  an  outlet 
overnight  it  can  lx*  used  for  a 
week  without  recharging. 

A  radio  ojierator’s  vrat,  with 
IKX’kets  for  dry  cells,  can  be  worn 
under  outer  garments  in  arctic 
cold.  The  batU*ries,  when  kept 
warm  by  body  heat,  are  said  to 
last  ten  times  longer. 

^5? 

Automobile  batteries  are  now 
made  with  c*ells  which  can  be 
removed  and  replaced  in  a  few 
minutes. 

A  new  electronic  surveying  tech¬ 
nique,  now  in  u.se  in  highway 
layout  work,  enables  enginet>rs 
to  tistablish  numerous  ground 
control  |)oints  and  measure  dis¬ 
tances  in  a  matter  of  minutes. 
Maximum  [lossible  error  is  only 
11  inchi^s  in  40  miles. 

£5? 

Copiier  .strip  is  b<*ing  made  from 
l>owder<*d  metal.  The  process  can 
also  be  u.st*d  for  other  metals 
which  can  be  combined  in  no 
otht‘r  way. 

A  |)ortable  building  for  use  in  the 
arctic  has  hollow  walls  of  nylon 
fabric.  Wlien  the  walls  are  in- 
flaU“d  the  building  stands  eriH’t. 

A  rcisearch  program  has  b«*gun 
for  the  study  of  new  stimicon- 
ductors  for  u.s(;  in  transistors. 
The  materials  are  indium  phos- 
phaU^,  gallium  arsenide,  alumi¬ 
num  antimonide. 

An  insulatefl  guard  rail  for  the 
end  «)f  the  boom  is  marie  to  pro¬ 
tect  a  crane  o|ierator  in  case  of 
conOict  with  a  power  line. 


More  and  better  rayon  is  the 
object  of  a  study  of  c-ellulose 
growth  in  living  trees.  Two-year- 
old  pines  are  injected  with  radio¬ 
active  carbon  and  are  later  cut 
down  for  examination. 

£5? 

A  new  plastic  adhesive  u.sed  in 
aircraft  construction  is  semi- 
elastic  and  stronger  than  the 
metals  it  joins. 

A  new  titanium  alloy  is  made 
into  sheets  that  will  with.stand 
air  pressures  of  over  1(X)  tons  jier 
squan*  inch. 

£5? 

The  "world’s  loudest  noise”  ran 
be  prrxluced  by  a  new  com  pressed 
air  loud  s|x*aker  that  is  capable 
of  projecting  the  human  voice 
for  ten  miles. 

£? 

Further  information  on  these 
news  items  and  on  Simplex 
cable  is  available  from  any 
Simplex  office.  Please  be 
specific  in  your  requests. 

£5? 

Twelve  pneumatic  tires,  each 
supiH)rting  a  load  of  2(),(KX) 
(lounds,  enable  a  new  lift  to  pick 
up  and  move  concrete  pi|x*  sec¬ 
tions  at  five  miles  |)t*r  hour. 

£? 

The  Post  Office  Department  has 
awarded  a  contract  for  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  a  mechanical  letter¬ 
sorting  machine. 

£? 

Aerodynamic  shaiies  desigm'd  to 
travel  at  over  8,(K)()  miles  |K?r 
hour  can  lx*  tested  in  a  new  wind 
tunnel. 

£ff 

Layc^rs  of  st<>«*l,  bronze  and  a 
mixtun*  of  lead  and  plastic  corn- 
|K)s«‘  a  new  dry  bearing  material 
that  n*quires  no  lubrication. 


('oils  of  aluminum,  plastic  or 
sUx*!,  up  to  82"  0.1).,  can  now  lx; 
spiral  wrapped  by  machine. 


A  new  method  of  producing  eU*c- 
tricity  u.ses  a  fuel  cell  that  con¬ 
verts  hydrogen  and  oxygen  into 
direct  current  by  means  of  a 
caUilyst. 

£i? 

A  new  recording  instrument 
measures  heat  absorption  in  any 
area  and  is  used  for  allocating  air 
conditioning  or  htxiting  charges 
to  tenants. 

£? 

Quartz  tubing  is  lx*ing  made  so 
.small  that  fifty  feet  contain  only 
one  drop  of  wat<*r. 

£5f 

A  new  heat  resistant  pajx»r  is 
made  of  ceramic  filx*rs. 


Simplex  Goes  To  Sea 

The  ;{(>, 000  lout  "s«'a  scrliun”  of  the 
Simplex  submarine  eommimie.-it  ion 
cable,  for  u.m-  b<-lween  Calx-  Ne(i<iiek, 
Maine,  aixl  Itoone  Island  Ligbl,  was 
loa<led  in  Augilsl  al  Kostoii. 

Tbe  cable  came  oil'  a  giant  reel  idiii 
of  bead  120  incbi-si  anil  was  carried 
over  a  capsl.'in  to  tbe  120  fool  barge. 

Tbe  cabli*  is  desi  ribed  as  ”1  coiiduc- 
tor.  No.  !l  A  VV(  I  si  randed .  A  N 1 1  Y I )  Khi  X 
insiil.'iled,  armored  submarine  com 
mimical  ion  cable.” 

Tbe  reel  and  its  loail  of  more  tban 
six  miles  of  cable  weigbeil  OH  tons. 

SIMPLEX  WIRE  A  CABLE  CO. 

('and)riilge,  Massacbusetts  and 
Newington.  New  ilam|>sbire 


Western  Sales  Mgr.:  Hubert  James,  Jr. 
519  California  St.,  San  Francisco,  Calif. 


ALUM  I NIJ  MVILLE,  U.  S.  A.  Pacific  Gas  &  PiltHtric  stays  in  kettping 
witfi  the  name  of  its  “Aluminumville”  service  area  in  Santa  Kosa,  C’alif., 
and  achieves  tiiis  exjK'rimental  design  advance  in  overhead  installations 
for  distribution  secondaries  — vertical  construction  with  bare  A<\SK.  Com¬ 
pleting  his  job,  P.G.  &  hi.  lineman  above  tightens  four  clam|)s  from 
Anderson’s  LC  .series.  Other  LC  clamps,  left  above:  LC-.'>2A— one  center 
bolt  clamp  with  interlfM  k  fingers  for  sure  contact.  Range,  #8  ACSR  to 
2  0  A(iSR  —  one  of  21  sizes.  Left  Inflow:  L(i-71  B— .single  IJ-bolt  clamp 
with  extended  spacer  for  faster  installation.  Range,  #8  ACiSR  to  1  0 
ACSR.  All  LC  connectors  are  chemically  cleaned  and  pre-inhibiU*d. 


Western  Representatives: 

Industrial  Engin.  &  Equip.  Corp. 

2975  Wilshire  Blvd.,  Los  Angeles  5,  Calif. 

Wrathall  &  Krusi 

1048  Monadnock  Bldg.,  San  Francisco  5,  Calif. 

Hamilton  Associates 

1236  Elati  Si.,  Denver  4,  Colo. 

Clarence  W.  Silver  Co. 

550  West  Seventh  South  Sf.,  Salt  Lake  City  1,  Utah 

Mulh-Richards  Co. 

1804  Bush  PI.,  Seattle  44,  Wash. 


Anderson  Electric  Corporation,  Birmingham  1,  Alabama 


7/  I  (Quality  j  l^crfornidnc 


in  Aluminum  and  Hranzr  Products 


aljminum  and  bronze  power  connectors  •  clamps  •  fittings  •  accessories  for  substation  •  transmission  •  distribution  •  underground 


